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Mr. E. D. D. DAVIS said he had passed an cesophagoscope in children 2 years old and younger, and coins, where impacted in the gullet, were frequently removed with its aid.
Dr. JEWESBURY (in reply) said perhaps he ought not to have been quite so dogmatic about the absence of spasm in this child. A surgeon had promised to examine the case with the cesophagoscope, but had not yet done so. He thought the persistent return of solid food indicated organic obstruction, also the fact that the stricture was at least an inch above the cardia and did not involve the sphincter. While in the hospital she had never had difficulty with fluids. Repeated screen examinations showed the same condition each time, and he thought organic trouble in the nature of a congenital stenosis was the explanation. THE male infant, whose photographs are shown (figs. 1 and 2), was the third of three male children, born at full term. The parents and brothers were in all respects healthy, the father being a member of the South African police. The mother's family yielded an uncle of the patient of defective mentality, and a doubtful account of an aunt with "lumps on the back of the head," supposed to resemble the ear of the patient. No further indications of " bad stock " could be elicited.
Medical assistance was called after the birth because the child had a double thumb on the right hand and a deformed ear. It was evident that more was involved than an imperfectly formed auricle, for in place of an external meatus there was a shallow pit lined by skin, -and from the angle of the mouth to a point just below the pit ran a white line, as straight as if ruled, which was inelastic, as shown when the child cried, and was plainly due to imperfect fusion of the mandibular and maxillary portions of the face. Finally, the outer third of the conjunctiva of the left eye was piled up in a dull white puckered tumour attached to the limbus of the cornea, like a huge pterygium, which later on prevented satisfactory closure of that eye.
